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FIND OUT MORE ABOUT: VILLAGE LIFE IN MALAWI  - FROM MRS BENEFIELD 

FOCUS ON OUR LINK SCHOOL– CHIKAYAKUTI 

Chikuyakuti village is reached by travelling 

north west of the capital, Lilongwe, for 

30kms. The tarmac roads run out after 

15kms and then the village is reached on dirt 

tracks. The closest town is Nambuma, which 

you can view on Google Earth. 

The village includes about 120 extended families, 

so a population of about 1000 people. The village 

doesn’t have any electricity so people use torches 

for light. There is no running water. In addition to 

the borehole at the school there is another bore-

hole at the other end of the village. 

There are 3 small shops in the 

village. Shopkeepers cycle to 

Nambuma to get their supplies.  

Houses are very basic brick built structures, usually 

with rafters covered in plastic with thatch on top. 

Wealthier families have corrugated iron roofs. 

Alfred, the shop owner,  had polio as a child. African Vision Malawi have supported him to buy his 

stock and develop his business. Disabled people are very marginalised in Malawi. Now Alfred is able 

to support himself and uses his trike to get to Nambu-
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About 80% of the population in Malawi is involved in 

agriculture. In the village people grow their own maize 

and vegetables. They store maize to eat throughout 

the year. It is eaten as whole kernels or ground down 

to make flour. This is cooked into nsima, which is the 

basic staple food. They are subsistence farmers, but 

any spare crops are sold to people locally. 
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The main cash crop grown is tobacco. It is dried on 

these racks. The farmers are being encouraged to 

diversify to other crops as consumption of tobacco 

is falling. The children will often be involved in 

farming before and after school. Children some-

times turn up in class with a hoe or farming tools 

for work on the way home from school. The older 

children will stop attending school when they are 

required in the fields. At school the children have 

lessons about agricultural production. 
The women in the village have set up a bank 

with 26 members. They put money into their 

bank for others to be able to borrow. They are 

delighted in this picture as they were having 

some liquidity issue we could resolve. By giving 

them 10,000 Kwacha, which is about £10, we 

were able to assist them to keep the bank func-

tioning and able to lend to those who needed 

it. 

The villagers were all very welcoming. They help each other overcome the difficult conditions of unpre-

dictable rainfall, poor harvests, damage to their property, from wind and rain, and general poverty. 

The village is full of children all playing together. At night, once it is dark, there is the most amazing 

sound of people singing. There is no power, so no TV’s, only the choirs singing. 

Generally the children move around in a small area 

between very local villages. The children run freely 

around their own village. To get to the other villages 

people hire a bicycle taxi or cycle themselves on the 

dirt roads.  They will grow food, buy supplies in the 

village shops or go to Nambuma for other goods. 

The poorest people have to make do with what they 

can grow and will often be hungry. We saw lots of 

children in the village who did not attend school 

because they cannot afford it. We also saw children 

who were hungry and unwell and only had one set 

of clothes.  

Our support makes as massive difference be-

cause children are fed at school if they have not 

had breakfast. This is maize stored at the school 

to make maize porridge. 

Clothes are donated by African Vision Malawi. The shoes donated by Christ Church will help the poor-

est children ‘fit in’, when they have so little. We also pay for uniforms for the poorest children, who 

are often ashamed to come to school without a uniform. 

The children, staff and villagers were so excited to hear about Christ Church School and the way in 

which our children raise money for them. Put simply, they were so pleased and grateful that Christ 

Church cares. 
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CHRIST CHURCH SCHOOL FUND RAISING NEWS 

We raised an amazing 

£229.15  

for the Poppy Appeal! 

Thank you to all the 

year 6 children  who 

helped to sell our pop-

pies and other goodies. 

WELL DONE CHRIST CHURCH, WHAT A SPOTACULAR! 

YOU RAISED OVER £240.00 

All the money raised goes toward helping disadvantaged children and 

young people in the UK. 

Your kindness has touched the lives of children here at home and over-

seas. Just one small act, whether it is giving shoes that you have out-

grown, donating whatever you can afford for a school mufti or taking 

part in sponsored events at school help children just like you bring 

their dreams a little closer. 
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KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 

STRANGER DANGER 

Stranger Danger: It’s short and simple. It even rhymes! However, children do not al-

ways understand the concept of a stranger. Many children might believe that strangers are mean, ugly 

people—so the nice man asking for help to find his lost puppy? Is he a stranger? Yes! 

Children also learn that some strangers—like shop assistants, police officers or parents with children are 

helpful.  It may be hard for them to understand the difference between strangers who could hurt  them 

and strangers who may help them.  

Most importantly ‘stranger danger’ ignores the fact  that most children are abducted by someone they 

know.  Avoiding strangers will not help if the abductor is a family member, neighbour or family ac-

quaintance. When you talk to your children about stranger danger, teach them to identify and respond 

to threatening situations.  

Try using the following language when talking to your child about abduction prevention: 

Instead of saying ‘never talk to strangers, try ‘ you should not approach just anyone. If you need help, 

look for a uniformed police officer, a shop assistant with a name badge or a parent with children. 

Instead of saying ‘stay away from people you don’t know, try ‘it’s important for you to get my permis-

sion before going anywhere with anyone.  

Instead of saying ‘you can tell someone is bad just by looking at them try ‘pay attention to what people 

do. Tell me straight away if anyone asks you to keep a secret, makes you feel uncomfortable, or tries to 

get you to go with them.’ 

 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE IS OUR PRIORITY 
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RECEPTION CHALLENGE 

This week Reception have learnt ‘th’, ‘ng’, long ‘oo’, short ‘oo’ and ‘ai’.  We’re really excited to show 

you the actions for our new sounds.  We know all our Phase 2 tricky words (I, the, no, to, go, into) 

and are busy learning our Phase 3 tricky words too.  We already know ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘we’, ‘be’, ‘me’ and 

‘was’, so please help us to practise at home. 

We’ve been really busy exploring AB, AAB and ABB patterns.  We know all about the unit of repeat, 

this helps us to continue different patterns and to spot any mistakes and correct them! 

The challenge for this week is to create and investigate pattern.  Encourage your child to be as crea-

tive as they can in making their own pattern.  Talk about the unit of repeat (the part of the pattern 

that repeats eg. AAB).  Ask your child to tell you about their pattern.  Discuss what comes next and 

how they know.  Can your child recognise a mistake in their pattern?  Can they correct it? 

Remember to record your child’s response exactly as they say or do and have fun! 

We would like to remind you that costumes for our Christmas Tableaus are due by Friday 30th No-

vember.  We hope as many of you as possible can join us at the Christmas Fair this Saturday for a 

sneak preview of some of our Christmas songs! 
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Friday 30th November  

5 Singh class assembly in hall 

PSA CHRISTMAS FAIR  

SATURDAY 24th NOVEMBER  

11.00AM—3.00PM 

Key stage 2 reminder if your child has competed for Christ Church at PE. 

Please could you check if you have a navy blue, Christ Church team  

T shirt. We are missing 6 t-shirts and need them ASAP.  

Please return to 6E. Thank you. 

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENTS 

WELL DONE FAYE! 

Faye Wootton in Year 3 Van Gogh is an Irish Dancer. 

She was selected to compete in the Southern England 

Regional Oireachtas which took place in Watford last 

Friday 16th November. 

Faye's hard work really paid off and she came a spectac-

ular 7th out of 22 in her Under 7 age group. We are all 

very proud of her. 

If you would like to try an Irish Dance class, please con-

tact her teacher Mary Buckley on 07949 594 203 Boys 

and Girls of all levels are welcome. First lesson is free! 



CHRIST 
CHURCH 
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

THE 
 

T 
A 
B 
L 
E 
T 

Being Thankful, Celebration, Fairness, Forgiveness, Honesty, Love for All, Resilience, Ambition 

The Christmas Fair is tomorrow! (Saturday 24
th
 November 11am-3pm) 

There will be singing, games, Santa’s grotto, our brand new Christmas-themed photobooth, 

the fabulous new Homemade Christmas stall, face painting, candy floss, lucky dip, mince pies, 

BBQ, mulled wine, craft, toys, bottle tombola, raffle prizes, stalls, gifts, and you can even cud-

dle a duck! We also have a fabulous new line up of external stalls including Posey & Pearls 

Jewellery, Mary Kay Beauty, Usborne Books, Oski & Aggie Children’s goods, Hair accesso-

ries, Handmade cards and a local theatre company. Why would you be anywhere else be-

tween the hours of 11am and 3pm tomorrow?  

Personalised School Tea Towels 

Another exciting addition this year, our school tea towels will be sold at the fair on the 

‘Homemade Christmas’ stall for £4.50 each or £4 each if buying more than one. 

*Please note that unfortunately, we’re not able to sell ‘The Ultimate Pudding Company’ Christ-

mas puddings this year. 

Secrets Room 

Shhhhhhh…the Secrets Room is where you want to head to. This is where your child can 

choose a present for you, it gets wrapped by one of Santa’s helpers and put under your tree 

for a surprise on Christmas Day. Remember! Only children allowed in the Secrets Room. 

Kingston Food Bank 

We will be supporting Kingston Food Bank at the Christmas Fair this year. Please bring along 

your donations of packaged, in-date food and drink and we will deliver the parcel from Christ 

Church Primary School after the fair. They will accept anything packaged and in date. Their 

priorities are as follows: 

 

TINNED MEAT AND MEALS  FRUIT JUICE   TINNED SPAGHETTI  

INSTANT COFFEE    PASTA SAUCE  LONG LIFE MILK 

INSTANT MASH POTATO   NOODLES   TINNED FISH 

CUSTARD AND RICE PUDDING  SPONGE PUDDINGS 

 

Hot drinks discount 

The PSA will be supporting the school’s environmental initiative and offering a 10p discount on 

all hot drinks providing you bring your own travel cup or re-usable cup at the fair. 

Amazing raffle prizes to be won! 

A big thank you to Colin Bull who is kindly donating a WHOLE term of swimming lessons worth 

£150! 

 

 

 

Just to remind you, we have over 50 fabu-

lous prizes waiting to be won with the top 

prizes including… 

1st Prize - £100 Amazon Voucher* 

2nd Prize – £100 M&S Voucher* 

3rd Prize - £100 John Lewis Voucher* 
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